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Chairman’s Address
Dear Reader,
With this brochure we are pleased to present an innovative and dynamic location for plant biotechnology and plant genome research:
Green Gate Gatersleben® - The Plant Biotech Center
This site incorporates all the factors a good location should offer: research with international
vibrancy, innovation through a strong entrepreneurial spirit, a service oriented environment,
strong support from politics and local authorities and lots of room for new ideas. This is
what lies behind GGG – a location combining tradition and innovative spirit.
We offer everything new companies and start-ups need. And there‘s more: our technological
competence is also a service platform for our partners. The different players from Green
Gate Gatersleben® offer contract research plus a wide range of other services to biotechnology enterprises and companies from the agribusiness, pharmaceutical and chemical industries. Take a look at our brochure and see for yourself!

Dr. Martin Ganal
Chairman Green Gate Gatersleben® - The Plant Biotech Center

Location at a glance
Who are we?
Green Gate Gatersleben® (GGG) is a joint initiative of all plant
biotechnology and associated enterprises and institutes located in
Gatersleben and surrounding areas together with public organizations. Our goal is to jointly market and showcase Gatersleben as
the largest plant biotech location in Germany.
GGG’s partners are all equals and jointly determine activities
to be performed under the umbrella brand name “Green Gate
Gatersleben® - The Plant Biotech Center”.
Where are we located?
We are located in the middle of Germany in the State of SaxonyAnhalt, south of the Magdeburg Börde,  in one of the most fertile
areas of Germany and in a plant breeding center, both historically
and presently. The airports at Leipzig, Hannover and Berlin are
easily accessible within 1-2 hours by car or alternatively by train.
A private regional airport is located 20 minutes nearby. The B6N
highway and the A14  connect Gatersleben with major cities close
by.

What kind of infrastructure can we offer to you?
The Biotech Center Gatersleben and the Biotech Park Gatersleben
offer:
• More than 300,000 sqm²(3.2 million square feet)
of developed premises
• Greenhouse area:  4.500 square meters
• Laboratory facilities: 10.000 square meters
• Fields: 175 acres
What makes us different?
• Research investment: approx. EUR 35 million in 150 projects
• Work force: a total of approx. 600 of whom roughly 500 work at
the Leibniz Institute for Plant Genetics and Crop Research (IPK)
• Services: Business development, networking, start-up support,
location marketing, open and communicative network, close
contact with the general public, decisionmakers and public
authorities
Come in and find out! Join us in shaping our future!
• Successful application of the location in the federal initiative
“365 locations in the Country of Ideas”
• Advertising & Public Relations
• Representation of our partners at international trade shows
• Supporting activities in technology transfer
• Cooperation in research projects

Customer services provided to you:
• Marker-assisted breeding
• Crop transformation
• Enabling technologies
• Genetic and phenotypic analysis of plants
• Plant cultivation in upscale greenhouses
• Chemical synthesis and natural compound characterization
• Extraction of plant ingredients
• Production of double haploid plants
• Databases for precision breeding
GGG is the right place to successfully start or further grow your
business. Benefit from our services!  You can rely on a network
of established biotech companies and organizations, contacts to
investors and modern infrastructure.
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The Leibniz Institute of Plant Genetics
and Crop Plant Research (IPK)
Gartenland Produktion GmbH
Orgentis Chemicals GmbH (300m away)
Saaten-Union Biotec GmbH
TraitGenetics GmbH
Bayer CropScience AG
Biotech-Center Gatersleben
Biotechpark Gatersleben
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BMD GmbH
InnoPlanta e.V.
IT-Breeding GmbH
Genome center
Seeds cold storage house
Perennial garden

IPK
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Salzlandkreis

Gatersleben

Plant Research
for the Future
The Leibniz Institute of Plant Genetics and Crop Plant Research (IPK) at Gatersleben is a research
center that addresses the issues of modern biology by focusing mainly on crop plants. Pioneering research to uncover the fundamental principles of plant performance and the development
of enabling technologies are considered to be of paramount importance in understanding the
genetic architecture and the evolution of crop plants at the organismic, the chromosomal and
the DNA level. Knowledge-based strategies are developed to facilitate the targeted utilization
of biological diversity for the sustainable production of food, feed and renewable resources.
These efforts are complemented by the development of transgenic approaches to improve
plant performance.

Disciplines, Technologies,
Resources
Molecular markers, BAC libraries, mutagenesis,
population development, cereal transformation, DNA
and RNA sequencing, proteomics, metabolomics,

IPK

electron microscopy and confocal microscopy
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The Institute comprises four scientific departments
• Genebank
• Cytogenetics and Genome Analysis
• Molecular Genetics, and
• Physiology and Cell Biology
The research program focuses on three major themes: the
conservation, development and exploitation of genetic diversity,
dynamics of plant genomes, and integrative biology of plant
performance. While fundamental questions are mainly studied
using the plant Arabidopsis thaliana, questions of applied science
are investigated in a variety of crop species. In this regard barley
(Hordeum vulgare) is of central importance due to its agricultural
value and because its genome serves as a model for cereal species
of the Triticeae tribe that also includes other important crops
such as wheat and rye. To further promote research into the Triticeae, the institute heads an international consortium to physically
map and sequence the barley genome. In addition, biological
resources and enabling technologies are developed such as molecular markers and transformation techniques. A comprehensive
program on bioinformatics and computational genomics is closely
interrelated with the experimental research programs to support
research into structural and functional genomics, biochemistry
and cell biology, and to address systems-oriented issues.

As one of the world’s leading plant research centers the IPK
cooperates with many national and international partners. In
addition to their research work the scientists at IPK also dedicate
time to teaching at universities, amongst them the Martin Luther
University Halle-Wittenberg and the Anhalt University of Applied
Sciences.
Conservation and Exploitation of Crop Plant Diversity
The Federal ex situ gene bank in Gatersleben and its branches at
the Baltic Sea mainly preserve crop plants of the temperate climate zone including cultivars, land races and their wild relatives.
Currently the collection comprises 151,000 accessions from about
3,200 botanical species and 776 genera. While the majority of
accessions are stored as seed at low temperatures, clonally propagated plants are preserved in fields, in vitro, or as cryo-cultures
at -196°C in liquid nitrogen. Every year about 30,000 samples are
distributed worldwide (http://gbis.ipk-gatersleben.de). The taxonomic
reference collection serves as an international information center
holding about 450,000 voucher specimens.  The Federal ex situ
gene bank can look back over more than 70 years of experience
in the conservation of plant genetic resources and stands for
quality, reliability, transparency and accountability. To ensure the
continuous fulfilment of these goals, a quality management system has been established, complying with DIN EN ISO 9001:2008
standards.

Research into crop plant diversity ranges from the improvement
of the collection management to crop plant taxonomy including
speciation, adaptation and radiation of crop plants and their wild
relatives. Molecular genetic approaches are used to scrutinize the
impact of domestication and adaptation on the diversity of crop
plant genomes. Strong emphasis is placed on the development
of genomics-based strategies for improved utilization of genetic
resources. This includes identification and isolation of genes
underlying agronomic traits, the response to biotic and abiotic
stresses, plant architecture, and phenology as well as yield components. As a further step to developing state-of-the-art utilization
concepts for the genetic resources in the gene bank, the most
modern high throughput technologies for systematic genotyping
and also phenotypical analysis of experimental populations and
selected genebank accessions are deployed. Specific emphasis
is put on the molecular dissection of complex traits and the
development of genomics driven breeding methodology including
genomic selection, trait modelling and hybrid breeding. Isolation
of genes underlying agronomically important traits will facilitate
the identification of novel alleles from gene bank collections.

Dynamics of Plant Genomes
The traditional view of eukaryotic genomes as static entities
is increasingly complemented by insights into the dynamic
structural and functional alterations that genomes display
during evolution, domestication and plant development. In this
context the IPK is a leading center for research on plant genomes bridging the levels of molecular genetics and cytogenetics.
Major research topics in this field focus on structure, function,
plasticity, and evolution of nuclear genomes at the DNA and the
chromosomal level with emphasis on essential chromosomal
domains such as centromeres, telomeres, nucleolus organizers,
euchromatin, and heterochromatin. Genetic (polyploidization,
interspecific hybridization, apomixis, mutagenesis, repair,
recombination) and epigenetic (DNA methylation, post-translational histone modifications, RNAi) mechanisms, which are
responsible for stability or variability of genomes, are studied as
to their impact on gene expression. Transcriptome analyses, molecular/chromosomal marker techniques, forward and reverse
genetic as well as bioinformatic approaches are applied to identify, map, isolate, and transfer genes of crop and model plants
that are of economic interest and encode disease resistances
or nutrition efficiency, or determine the mode of reproduction.
Marker systems are developed and used for the identification
and characterization of the genetic resources held at the gene
bank. Special germ plasm stocks (barley, field bean, and other
crops) with gene and chromosome mutations are developed
as tools to study various aspects of genome dynamics, and are

maintained within the frame work of the individual research
programs.

Integrative Biology of Plant Performance
The third focus of the Institute`s research work is to understand
and improve the performance of crop plants. We have chosen
an integrative approach, which strives to generate a holistic
understanding of specific aspects of plant performance such as
storage activities during seed development, biomass production
and plant strategies to cope with stress. Multidisciplinary investigations incorporating a strong component of bioinformatics
provide the prerequisite for process modelling as part of a systems biology approach. Since seeds are the major source to feed
mankind, several research groups are investigating fertilizationrelated processes in cereals, grain legumes, Arabidopsis and
other species, including apomixis and the molecular genetics
and physiology of seed development, with a focus on storage
product synthesis. Regulatory networks including transcription
factors, hormones, and other small molecules such as sugars
and nitric oxide are investigated, and transgenic approaches
used to increase wheat grain protein content or improve plant
tolerance to abiotic and biotic stresses. Research on fertilization
and seed formation is complemented by the investigation of
vegetative biomass production using Arabidopsis as a model
species and maize as a crop plant. Exploiting natural diversity
subjected to genetic, physiological, biochemical, and develop-

mental analyses, relations between genetic factors, metabolic
status, and growth rate are researched. Molecular processes and
genetic mechanisms such as heterosis, which are responsible
for strong plant performance, are studied, and genes, genetic
markers, and biomarkers that may serve as future tools to increase crop productivity are sought.

History
In the 1930s leading researchers of the former Kaiser Wilhelm
Society devised a concept combining basic research into plant
biology with new approaches for the genetic improvement of crop
plants. This idea was implemented in 1943 by the foundation of
the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute of Crop Plant Research near Vienna,
headed by Hans Stubbe. At the end of the Second World War the
Institute was relocated to Gatersleben. After its incorporation into
the Academy of Sciences of the GDR in 1948 construction began
following a general building plan, which was completed in 1964.
At this time the Institute was an independent body and later
became an affiliated institute of the Martin Luther University in
Halle. At the same time, in line with the ideas of Hans Stubbe,
the research activities as a central institute for genetics and crop
plant research were not limited scientifically to plant research but
also focused on gaining new insights into microorganisms and
mammals. After the reunification of East and West Germany in
1989, the Institute re-focused its research program on crop plant
research and was newly incorporated in 1992 as the Institute of
Plant Genetics and Crop Plant Research (IPK).  In 2000 IPK joined
the Leibniz Association.
Today the Leibniz Institute of Plant Genetics and Crop Plant Research (IPK) employs over 500 staff and is home to the Federal ex
situ gene bank for agricultural and horticultural crop plants.

Leibniz Institute of Plant Genetics
and Crop Plant Research (IPK)
Prof. Dr. Andreas Graner, Managing Director
Corrensstraße 3
06466 Stadt Seeland, OT Gatersleben

Institute founder Prof. Hans Stubbe

“The IPK is one of the leading international research centers
in plant research. In this competitive infrastructure dedicated
scientists and postgraduates from more than 30 countries can
test their hypotheses, develop new ideas and create concepts
in a stimulating environment. Interaction with the biotech and
breeding companies on site provides a unique atmosphere to
transform fundamental research into innovative application”.
Prof. Dr. Andreas Graner, Managing Director

Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

+49 39482 5220
+49 39482 5500
info@ipk-gatersleben.de
www.ipk-gatersleben.de

Wheat breeding for Europe
Bayer CropScience is one of the world’s leading crop science companies in the area of crop protection for cereals, and is pursuing long term investment in sustainable cereal production from seed
through to consumer.  Thanks to its presence in all relevant markets and as a result of the constant introduction of new products for agriculture the company occupies a prominent position in
the crop protection market for wheat.  In addition, Bayer CropScience invests heavily in wheat
breeding.  Its goal is to establish a leading global wheat seed business that can draw on a large
pool of breeding material and local varieties and focus on outstanding agronomic properties.

Growing Demand
Approximately 25 percent of global agricultural land
is utilized for wheat cultivation, making wheat the
largest food crop worldwide in terms of area.  The
productivity of wheat increases by less than one
percent annually, whereas worldwide demand is twice
that.  Important regions for wheat growing are the EU,
China, North American, Russia and Australia.
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Higher yields, enhanced characteristics
The inauguration of the European Wheat Breeding Center in June
2012 on the biotechnology campus in Gatersleben is a clear signal
of Bayer CropScience’s commitment to pursuing the research and
breeding goals for new wheat varieties suitable for the European
market listed below:
• Increased yield
• Nutrient use efficiency (particularly nitrogen and
phosphorus)
• Abiotic stress tolerance (drought, heat)
• Fungal resistance
• Grinding and baking quality (good quality with
increased yield)
Furthermore, the wheat breeding center is responsible for
• Coordinating all wheat breeding activities in Europe and
• Establishing a network with the company’s wheat breeding
stations in other crop growing regions around the world.
Faster Breeding Results
By cooperating with renowned private enterprises and public
organisations Bayer CropScience is able to bundle know-how
and speed up breeding results.  Bayer CropScience is thus able
to position itself as the “Partner of Choice” for central European
wheat producers.  The company deploys the latest biotechnological
processes to deliver its breeding goals.  The anticipated 40 members of staff in Gatersleben have access to 1.358 square meters of

laboratory, greenhouse and office space, as well as extensive field
test areas close by the campus.

Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Plischke, member
of the Bayer AG Board of Management responsible for Innovation,

About Bayer CropScience
Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the fields
of health care, agriculture and high-tech materials that can
look back in this year at more than 150 years commitment to
the company’s mission of “Bayer: Science for a better life”.  As a
subsidiary of Bayer AG, Bayer CropScience is responsible for its
agricultural business and with sales of 8.383 billion Euro in 2012
is one of the world‘s leading innovative crop science companies in
the areas of crop protection, non-agricultural pest control, seeds
and plant biotechnology.  The company offers its customers an
outstanding product range with high quality seed, innovative biological and chemical crop protection solutions and a comprehensive customer service for modern sustainable agriculture.  Bayer
CropScience also offers a broad portfolio of products and services
for non-agricultural applications to control pests at home and in
the garden and for forestry management. The company employs
20.800 people and is present in more than 120 countries.
For further information please visit:
www.presse.bayercropscience.com.

Technology and Sustainability

“The world’s population is forecast to reach 9 billion in 2050. It is
an enormous challenge for scientists all over the world to safeguard and improve the global food supply. As a scientific company,
we at Bayer want to make our contribution towards achieving this
goal, in line with our mission ‚Science for a better life‘”.

Bayer CropScience AG
European Wheat Breeding Center
Dr. Günter Welz
Am Schwabeplan 6
06466 Stadt Seeland, OT Gatersleben
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

+49 3 94 82  79 99 59
+49 3 94 82  79 99 77
Guenter.Welz@bayer.com
www.bayercropscience.com

Quality Seed Testing Laboratory
The Quality Seed Testing Laboratory is an independent testing laboratory belonging to Gartenland
Production GmbH.  The company produces seeds from vegetables, flowers and herbs etc. for
amateur gardeners.  The quality of the seed is tested using specific internationally recognized
procedures in their own testing laboratory.   The “International Seed Testing Association “
(ISTA), of which our laboratory is a member (DEML 2000), is responsible for setting the
rules to cover the procedures for  seed germination of different species.
Our sample range covers different varieties of seed from vegetables, herbs and flowers.  
Our services include ISTA seed testing for germination, purity, other seed determinants and moisture; seed storage; life vase tests for cut flowers under defined conditions; plant breeding and cultivation; in-vitro propagation and much more.

Gartenland GmbH is a medium-sized,
young, dynamic group of companies
involved world-wide in the production and sale of seed and seedlings,
perennials, cut flowers and bulbs.
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Germination testing is performed under defined conditions.  
The ISTA “International Rules for Testing” handbook specifies the
seed testing methods according to variety:

A short day with changing temperatures, 8h light and 30°C,
as well as 16 h darkness and 20° C, is simulated.  Permanent
temperatures of 25° C, 20° C, 15° C and even 10° C are
recommended for specific varieties.  The following substrates
are used to test for germination:
• Small seeds e.g. petunia: filter paper (TP)
• Medium-sized seeds e.g. radish:  pleated paper,
germination rolls (BP, PP)
• Large seeds, e.g. beans, pumpkin: in sand
(rarely in organic substrate e.g. soil)

High germination, i.e. above the minimum germination capacity,
is one of the criteria for high quality seed.  Another criterion is
purity; this means that the percentage of inert matter is very low.
All these tests are performed to ensure excellent quality and to
comply with EU seed standards.  The germination capability of
each Gartenland variety/species or seed batch is analyzed at least
once a year by the Quality Seed Testing Laboratory in line with
proprietary and statutory parameters.

On the one hand we test commercial seed to guarantee high
germination capability for the end user, and on the other hand we
test basic seed from our own production which is used to propagate the corresponding variety again.
The laboratory has greenhouse areas equipped with Dosatron fertilizer injectors, mat and drip irrigation systems to provide plant
breeding and production as a professional service.  Long years of
experience gained in testing our seed primarily for purity, variety
properties and germination in the open in our own reference garden at Gartenland has demonstrated that we are fully acquainted
with the propagation and cultivation of plants through to seed
harvesting of all plants.

Quality Seed Testing Laboratory
Gartenland Produktion GmbH
Dr. rer. nat. Susanne Krehl,
Laboratory Manager and Quality Manager
Am Schwabeplan 1 b
06466 Stadt Seeland, OT Gatersleben
Gartenland Produktion GmbH
Dieselstr. 1
06449 Aschersleben
Phone:

The laboratory is also involved in in-vitro propagation.  This offers
a number of benefits compared with generative propagation:
· Recovery of virus-infected plants e.g. beans
· Fast propagation
· Higher propagation coefficient

Fax:
Email:

+49 3473 8406289  
+49 3948 2799951
+49 3473 840611
Dr.Susanne.Krehl@gartenland.com

Web:

www.gartenland.com

Your service provider for
molecular plant breeding
IT-Breeding GmbH was founded in 2009 at the Biotech Start-up Center Gatersleben as a spin-off
from the Leibniz-Institute for Plant Genetics and Crop Plant Research.  IT-Breeding provides competent support for breeding programs and helps to implement the Precision Breeding* technologies in an optimal and effective way.
To meet the demands of an ever growing population and climate change, plant breeding has to
face the challenge of breeding high yielding varieties adapted to the upcoming environmental
changes in increasingly shorter timeframes. IT-Breeding provides a range of services to save
time and cost in plant breeding.
*Precision breeding, also known as SMART breeding (SMART = Selection with Markers and Advanced Reproductive Technologies),
is a targeted combination of superior alleles in crop improvement programs

Our goal:
To increase the efficiency of breeding by improving
knowledge transfer between public research and commercial plant breeding.
Our solution = our services:
· Plant species specific newsletter
· Customized searches and studies
· Customized databases
· Consulting
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Based upon our expertise in searching, evaluating and analyzing
molecular data on plant growth and development – the data that
reveals the genetic mechanisms behind important traits – we
offer our customers the following:
Scientific Alerts, breeding newsletters for various plant species, six issues annually
We screen for, read, and evaluate every relevant scientific publication on your plant species of interest and present these in a
breeding newsletter.
Customized contract studies
We perform customized research and analyses for customers with
a precise scientific research question.
Data analysis including implementation support
Various data is often produced in the process of molecular breeding.  Correct processing and evaluation of this data is a prerequisite for subsequent breeding success. We offer our customers
statistical processing of molecular markers data with regard to
genetic diversity analysis and variety identification, association
studies design and data analysis, incl. population structure,  
haplotype analysis, and interpretation of the results.

Databases
Databases reveal the genetic background of plant traits, establish
the correlation between traits and molecular markers, and enable
plant breeders to establish MAS-based breeding and to optimize
on-going programs. The databases can be run on any standard PC
and are provided with a user-friendly interface.

IT-Breeding GmbH
Dr. Lyudmyla Malysheva-Otto, CEO
Am Schwabeplan 1 b
06466 Stadt Seeland, OT Gatersleben
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

Marker trait associations in apples
As part of a reference project in apples, IT-Breeding GmbH
evaluated the association between SNPs (single nucleotide
polymorphisms) and the content of four molecules (esters)
important for apple flavor and hence apple quality, using
TASSEL and STRUCTURE software.  We were able to prove
that the gene MdAAT1 coding for alcohol-acyl-transferase is
responsible for high variability in ester content in different
apple varieties. The results were published in “Molecular
Breeding” in 2011.

+49 39482 796192
+49 39482 796194
malysheva-otto@it-breeding.de
www.it-breeding.de

Custom-made Chemicals
Since 1991, Orgentis Chemicals has been developing synthesis processes from laboratory scale to
semi-bulk quantities for pre-defined target molecules and synthesizes a wide range of customerspecific organic compounds. One of our core activities is the purification and separation of
natural products and synthetic organic compounds.
Orgentis Chemicals produces and delivers special chemicals for biochemistry and high technology applications, including pure enantiomers of chiral compounds, derivatives of amino
acids and carbohydrates.

Biochemicals, Custom synthesis,
Extraction of plant Ingredients, Natural
Products, Polymer phases for HPCL
separations
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We synthesize molecules and isolate natural compounds in line
with your requirements. We offer highly efficient polymer phases
for the isolation and purification of biomolecules.
In our well-equipped multipurpose laboratories and pilot plant
buildings covering 1000 square meters we deploy state-of-the-art
technologies for
• Research and product development
• Development of synthesis processes
• Optimisation of  existing processes
• Isolation and modification of natural products
• Up-scaling from laboratory to pilot scale
• Production at lab-scale and semi-bulk
• Custom synthesis
• Single and multistep synthetic processes
Methods
• HPLC (UV, RI, fluorescence, light scattering), HPLC-MS,  
GC-MS, IR spectroscopy
• NOVA  nitrogen absorption for pore size analysis
• CILAS laser particle sizer
• Optical rotation, water determination according to Karl Fischer
• Preparative chromatography (Novaprep 200 gradient system,
Büchi MPLC system)
• Reactors up to 450 l, enamel and stainless steel
(stirring, heating, cooling, reflux, distillation and vacuum)

Our Expertise:
• Separation, isolation, purification of natural compounds e.g.
Xanthohumol, Isoxanthohumol, 8-Prenylnaringenin
• Synthesis and modification of natural compounds e.g.
derivatives of carbohydrates and amino acids
• Synthesis of diagnostic and pharmaceutical intermediates,
chiral building blocks and products for material science
applications
• Development and production of polymer phases for HPLC
separations e.g. separation of peptide hormones such as insulin
Our Partners
Orgentis Chemicals cooperates with international and national
business and research enterprises. We work together with
academic institutes such as:
• Leibniz Institute of Plant Biochemistry Halle
• Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg
• Leibniz Institute  of Plant Genetics and
Crop Plant Research (IPK), Gatersleben
• We are member of the 4Chiral and
Green Gate Gatersleben® networks

Orgentis Chemicals GmbH
Dr. Hans-Matthias Vorbrodt, Managing Director
Bahnhofstraße 3-5
06466 Stadt Seeland, OT Gatersleben
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

+49 39482 355
+49 39482 79071
contact@orgentis.com
www.orgentis.com

Doubled Haploid Production, Tissue
Culture Service & Contract Research
Saaten-Union Biotec GmbH is a medium-sized company (SME) with 75 employees and an turnover
of 3,2 Mio. Euro. The company was founded in 1984 by seven German plant breeders. Deutsche
Saatveredelung AG and Solana Research GmbH joined the group in 1999 and 2011 respectively.  
In December 2006 an additional facility for tissue culture research and production of doubled haploid (DH) plants was established on the campus of the “Biotech Gatersleben” in the
immediate vicinity of the IPK Gatersleben (Leibniz Institute of Plant Genetics and Crop Plant
Research).

We provide services, contract research and the development of innovative technologies to the breeders of
our shareholding companies in the field of biotechnological supported plant breeding to accelerate the
production of improved varieties. Parts of our services are also available for industrial and academic
third parties (price list on request).
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Services and Research
Double haploid production in rapeseed, wheat, barley, triticale, maize, fodder and amenity grasses is our key technology.
Microspore culture, anther culture and wide crosses are routine.
200,000 barley plantlets, 100,000 rapeseed plantlets, 200,000
wheat plantlets and 25,000 triticale plantlets are produced per
year. Wheat DH production by anther culture, which will also
further accelerate hybrid wheat breeding, has recently been included in our range of services. More than 200,000 plantlets were
produced already in the first year of introducing this technology.
The range of services also includes ploidy determination by means of flow cytometry in rape and various cereals.
Production of genetically modified plant is performed within the
framework of research and development projects and in close cooperation with the shareholders who are also active on the North
as well as South American and Australian seed markets.
About Us
The managing directors are Dr. Jens Weyen and Reinhard Lehrke.
Dr. Heike Gnad is the responsible head of the subsidiary in
Gatersleben.
Birgit Schwier is the head of the department “Tissue Culture” at
the Hovedissen laboratory. Dr. Claudia Hönemann heads up the
department „Tissue Culture Research and Flow Cytometry“, and
Dr. José Maria Orsini is head of the plant transformation depart-

ment. Dr. Jörg Schondelmaier is head of the „Molecular Marker“
department. He is assisted by Dipl. Biol. Jutta Förster, a qualified
biologist, who is responsible for managing molecular marker
R&D projects for cereals, and Dr. Stephan Schie, who is in charge
of genomic data collections and marker assay development. At
both sites, our experienced technical assistants are supported by
agriculture scientists and agricultural biologists.
For further information please visit:  
www.saaten-union-biotec.com

Core Technologies and Competencies:
• Efficient and reliable double haploid production in barley,
wheat, durum wheat, triticale and rapeseed
• Semi-automated flow cytometric analysis for selection of high
quality DH plantlets and research applications
• Extensive portfolio of molecular markers with superior
benefit for plant breeders
• Routine logistics for high throughput marker applications
• Realistic valuation in respect to costs and investments in
plant biotechnology and plant breeding
• Excellent know-how in genetics and marker applications
• Well-known and with a distinguished reputation among plant
breeders and academic institutions worldwide

Saaten-Union Biotec GmbH
Leopoldshöhe laboratory:
Dr. Jens Weyen, Managing Director
Hovedisser Str. 92
33818 Leopoldshöhe
Phone:
Fax :
Email:
Web:

+49 5208 97111
+49 5208 97196
weyen@saaten-union-biotec.de
www.saaten-union-biotec.de

Gatersleben laboratory:
Dr. Heike Gnad, head of subsidiary
Am Schwabeplan 6
06466 Stadt Seeland, OT Gatersleben
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

+49 5208 9597151
+49 5208 9597198
gnad@saaten-union-biotec.de
www.saaten-union-biotec.de

High throughput molecular marker
development and analysis for major
crops
TraitGenetics was founded in 2001 and currently employs 20 people.  The company is mainly
involved in developing molecular markers and in analyzing crops using these markers. Molecular markers are diagnostic tools that are used in plant breeding to track the inheritance
of qualitative (monogenic) and quantitative (polygenic) traits during crossing and selection.
Molecular markers are used to identify and select plants with the desired traits at an early
stage in their growth and hence save time and expense during the breeding process (SMART
breeding).

TraitGenetics specializes in developing and analyzing
different types of molecular markers for plant breeding and biodiversity research. This includes the use
of molecular markers for the construction of genetic
maps, marker-assisted selection in large populations,
the construction of molecular marker databases for
plant variety identification and germplasm characterization as well as map-based cloning.
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Currently our marker development in crops focuses on so-called
‚single nucleotide polymorphism’ (SNP) markers. We have identified SNP markers in maize, wheat and barley, Brassica, sunflowers, peppers, tomatoes and other plants. We use these markers
together with array technologies for high-throughput genotyping
including the parallel analysis of thousands of SNP markers in
the shortest time possible. Furthermore, we have established a
number of technologies that permit the analysis of large numbers
of individual SNP markers.
TraitGenetics has both the technical experience and bioinformatics capacities to map large number of markers in crop plants.
At present, TraitGenetics focuses mainly on the development of
standardized and optimized SNP multiplexes based on its large
proprietary SNP databases for many different crop species.
Our further experience includes the rapid analysis of specific
candidate genes for the association of markers with specific traits
crucial to agriculturally important traits (association genetics).

TraitGenetics mostly serves the international plant breeding community and has its customers among major plant breeding companies as well as smaller, regional enterprises, academic institutions and other companies in the area of plant research to which
we license our markers, perform contract research and molecular
marker services.

Characterization of European wheat varieties using
molecular markers to improve traits essential for agriculture
Our research activities currently focus on hexaploid bread
wheat (Triticum aestivum).  As the result of many years’
cooperation with several different breeding companies we
have built up a database of information relating to field trials,
resistance tests and molecular marker analysis. These are
used to describe in detail the variation in the entire European wheat variety set that can be useful to breeders, and
to identify regions in the wheat genome that can be used to
improve agriculturally critical traits.

TraitGenetics GmbH
Martin Ganal,  Managing Director
Am Schwabeplan 1 b
06466 Stadt Seeland, OT Gatersleben
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

+49 39482 79970
+49 39482 799718
contact@traitgenetics.de
www.traitgenetics.com

Where ideas germinate…
... young enterprises and start-ups can find excellent start-up conditions
New businesses and start-ups encounter excellent start-up conditions at the Biotech center in
Gatersleben, built in 2000.  The two-storey building complex provides 2.500 square meters of
space for laboratories, offices and greenhouses.
The Biotech Center Gatersleben GmbH was founded in 1999. Our key activity is to provide
support for start-ups and young businesses in the life science sector.

The Biotech Start-up Center Gatersleben GmbH is a
member of the competence network “Innoplanta –
Plant Biotechnology North Harz/Börde” and of the
Green Gate Gatersleben® initiative.
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The services provided by the Start-up Center GmbH include:
• Providing information and support to enterprises
• Setting up cooperations and technology transfer
• Location marketing and PR activities
Rentals / Infrastructure
• High quality technical facilities with flexibly designed and
fully equipped laboratories (S1 standard)
• Creative environment, close vicinity to internationally
renowned research institutes and successful enterprises
• Knowledge and technology transfer
• Favourable rental conditions
• Fast transport links: B 6n, A14, Halle/Leipzig and
Magdeburg/Cochstedt airports
• Plenty of space for families
• Living in the countryside
• Rich cultural landscape directly next to the Harz mountains

Biotech-Zentrum Gatersleben GmbH
Antje Kreßer, Managing Director
Am Schwabeplan 1 b
06466 Stadt Seeland, OT Gatersleben
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

+49 39482 79185
+49 39482 79186
buero@startupbiotech.de
www.startupbiotech.de

Your new location
Grow with us at the center for modern plant biotechnology
The Plant Biotechnology Park Gatersleben  - one of the most modern infrastructure facilities dedicated to the plant. Start-ups require above all one thing – room for their innovative ideas.
Surroundings
The Plant Biotechnology Park Gatersleben covers an area of 10 ha and is the focal point of the
biotechnology offensive in Sachsen-Anhalt. It is located on the Gatersleben Biotech campus,
an extensive scientific, economic and industrial network.  It also offers a research greenhouse,
laboratories and a conference center with office space.

Growing up.
Big changes start with small steps.  The
Plant Biotechnology Park offers the
ideal infrastructure for new technologies and ideas relating to plants.
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Our services to you
• RPremises in a technology and start-up center and plant
biotechnology industrial park
• Advisory services for start-ups and enterprises on licensing
procedures and approval from authorities involved
• Enterprise finance facilitation and venture capital provision

What is available?
• Greenhouse areas
• Preparation rooms
• Storage areas
• S1 laboratories
• Tissue culture rooms
• Technical rooms
• Phyto chambers
• Offices
• Conference and meeting rooms
• Multimedia equipment
• Cafeteria
• Open land including irrigation facilities

Special features of the region
• 10 km from Quedlinburg – the cradle of German seed breeding
• Favourable climatic conditions in the rain shadow of the Harz
mountains
• Fertile soil with very high soil values
• Perfect conditions for agriculture and modern plant breeding
• Extensive experience in building greenhouses and in crop
cultivation
• Local craftsmen and commercial enterprises adapt to special
local conditions and tailor their  services to the requirements
of biotechnology enterprises
• National and international conferences, colloquia, seminars
and summer courses

BGI Biotechpark Gatersleben Infrastrukturgesellschaft mbH
Bernd Eise, Managing Director
Am Schwabeplan 6
06466 Stadt Seeland, OT Gatersleben
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

+49 39482 795100
+49 39482 795109
info@biopark-gatersleben.de
www.biopark-gatersleben.de

Education: it’s never too early...
“The simplest experiment that one has devised oneself is better than the most elaborate experiment one merely watches”. (Michael Faraday)
The “Green Laboratory Gatersleben” is a school laboratory for biology based at the venerable
science location of Gatersleben.  Here children and young people – our future scientists – can
experiment for themselves and learn more about plants and their habitats.

Firing Enthusiasm
The “Green Laboratory” makes science a hands-on
experience and provides vital impulses ranging from
a general understanding through to key formative
experiences for making a vocational choice.
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Experiencing science – under this slogan the “Green Laboratory”, the school laboratory for biology, was opened in 2006 on
the Gatersleben Biotech campus.  Its aim is to stimulate school
children’s interest in natural and plant science whilst still at
school.   Boys and girls who show particular interest should be
encouraged as much as possible in order to offer them the opportunity to develop their skills and potential.  Another major focus
at the “Green Laboratory” is to support school children as far as
possible in their choice of career.
The courses offered by the “Green Laboratory” cover a broad
spectrum of plant science topics ranging from botany via plant
biotechnology and molecular genetics through to ecology and
environmental education.  The “Green Laboratory” thereby covers
a spectrum of educational content that is almost unique in Germany.

The “Green Laboratory” is an active partner of “NaLos!”, the
school laboratory network in Sachsen-Anhalt, and a member of
the Federal Association of School Laboratories.  Last but not least
the laboratory is also open to interested members of the public
and offers by way of events and courses factual information and
education on cutting-edge biosciences, particularly the results
and methods of modern plant breeding and plant biotechnology.

Target Groups
• School children from grades 5 to 12
• Preschool and elementary school children
• Teachers
• Apprentices
• Public
Goals and Activities
• Support formal and non-formal natural science education
• Encourage early interest in natural sciences
• Stimulate interaction between education, business and
science
• Encourage gifted students
• Vocational counselling
• Vocational training opportunities
• Teacher training
• PR work in plant biotechnology
Facts and Figures
• 2006: “Green Laboratory” opened
• The laboratory provides bench space for 32 students
• Approx. 4000 visitors each year
• Experiments on plant physiology, molecular biology and
ecology
• Environmental education projects
• Science weeks and bilingual courses

Association for the Promotion of the School Laboratory
“Green Laboratory Gatersleben”
Prof. Dr. Andreas Graner, Chairman of the Board
Steffen Amme, Laboratory Director
Am Schwabeplan 1 b
06466 Stadt Seeland, OT Gatersleben
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

+49 39482 796252
+49 39482 796314
info@gruenes-labor.de
www.gruenes-labor.de

InnoPlanta e.V. Plant Biotechnology Network
InnoPlanta e.v. is an association to promote modern plant breeding.  Founded in 2000, the association numbers more than 100 members from the domains of agriculture, science, mediumsized seed breeding and regional authorities.  InnoPlanta is involved in a number of activities to
promote the practical application of modern plant biotechnology.  InnoPlanta was the winner
of the InnoRegio competition, launched by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research
(BMBF).  Whereas plant biotechnology is gaining ground worldwide, it is viewed with scepticism in Germany and Europe.  To promote the positive contribution that biotech plants can
offer for the sustainable intensification of crop production, InnoPlanta now focuses on public
relations work.

Products and Services
InnoPlanta supports its members by offering consultancy services, public relations activities and legal advice.
InnoPlanta actively represents its members at the
political, economic and communal level.
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The annual InnoPlanta forum has firmly established itself as one
the most important conferences on green biotechnology in Germany.  For a number of years now the InnoPlanta prize has been
awarded to journalists and scientists for their objective reporting
on green genetics.  In addition, the association participates in exhibitions such as the DLG field days, organizes its own field days
and regularly publishes a newsletter on current topics covering
green biotechnology.
Cooperation:
InnoPlanta cooperates with BMD GmbH, the association of German Plant Breeders (BDP) and other associations and networks,
who are open to plant biotechnology.   InnoPlanta is also involved
with GGG and the European Farmers Scientists Network (FSN).

Based on the experiences gained from the field trial cultivation of Bt maize in 2004 coordinated by InnoPlanta, the
Innovative Farmers’ Working Group was established in 2006
within the InnoPlanta network and is open to all farmers
nationwide. InnoPlanta AGIL supports farmers who wish
to benefit from the opportunities and potential offered by
plant biotechnology and demands practicable and calculable
genetic engineering legislation.

Technological Competence:
Organisation and coordination of association projects relating to
modern plant breeding and its application:
• Project “InnoPlanta – Plant Biotechnology Nordharz Börde”
2000 – 2006
• Trial cultivation of genetically modified maize (Bt maize), 2004
• Quality assurance systems for the purchase of grain maize
• Consultancy, support and PR work for gm field trials and
gm agricultural production:
· Bt maize cultivation in Germany 2005 -2008
· Show garden Üplingen 2008 – 2011
• Organisation of field days and the InnoPlanta forum.

“Green biotechnology possesses enormous potential to drive the
sustainable intensification of agricultural production. Education
and PR work based on scientific arguments are required to tap
into this potential in Germany and Europe. InnoPlanta would like
to contribute to this work. With the Innovative Farmers Working
Group (AGIL) we support a growing number of farmers who wish
to benefit from modern technologies and new, high performance
varieties”.

InnoPlanta e.V.
Karl-Friedrich Kaufmann, CEO
Dr. Uwe Schrader, Managing Director
Am Schwabeplan 1 b
06466 Stadt Seeland, OT Gatersleben
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

+49 39482 79170
+49 39482 79172
info@innoplanta.com
www.innoplanta.com

There is Always Someone
Making the First Step
Single-Source Expertise
Our work focuses chiefly on one aspect: Competent, prompt and customer-oriented support of
enterprises and research institutes in the life science and biotechnology sectors with the objective of supporting their sustainable development, and to aggressively communicate the positive
development of the region and the players involved to the public.

Our Activities in the Plant
Biotechnology Sector
• Establish and arrange contacts as well as individually support
plant biotechnology enterprises
• Initiate and coordinate the “Green Gate Gatersleben® - The
Plant Biotech Center” brand
• Coordinate cross-border projects
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Networking:
We operate at the interface of politics, science and commerce and
we are experienced as suppliers and networkers for everybody
who wishes to jointly drive innovation in the life science sector.
For example, we support the InnoPlanta e.V. network (plant biotechnology) and the BioPharma Network Saxony-Anhalt in shaping
new projects and finding new funding and cooperation partners.
Support:
Day-to-day business regularly “wastes” decision-makers in enterprises. Together with our extensive network in the world of industry and commerce, science, capital markets and politics we are in
a position to support your enterprise in its strategic development
and in identifying new markets.
Cross-sector and cross-border:
At the heart of our cooperation management is the collaboration
between enterprises and research institutes – both cross-sector
and cross-border. We focus on key sectors such as the pharmaceutical and chemical industries as well as the food industry and
agriculture. Hence, in solving your problems and in order to fulfil
your wishes it is important for us to work together with our long
standing and fruitful partners in Thuringia and Saxony. We foster
cross-regional biotechnology development by coordinating crossborder projects together with the Business Initiative for Central
Germany.

BMD GmbH
Dr. Michael Täger,  Managing Director
Franckestr. 3
06110 Halle (Saale)
“Plant biotechnology is one of the key technologies for the future with a wide range of applications providing huge resources
to tackle global challenges. These include developing new plant
varieties to secure the world’s food supply despite climate
change, and also using plants as renewable resources and as a
source of energy. Plant biotechnology is all too often mistakenly described as “green gene technology” and has therefore to
struggle against a negative image. To counter this misleading
view BMD coordinates and supports the activities of the “Green
Gate Gatersleben” initiative. It functions as a professional mediator between the plant biotechnology sector in Saxony-Anhalt
on the one hand and the political arena and the general public
on the other hand.”
Dr. Michael Täger

Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

+49 345 2798352
+49 345 2798356
info@bmdlifesciences.de
www.bmdlifesciences.de

Business Development in the
Salzlandkreis Region
Bringing the right people together to make your relocation a success
Founded in 1991, the Gesellschaft für Wirtschaftsförderung Aschersleben-Staßfurt mbH (Business Development Corporation) operates on behalf of the Salzlandkreis region. Today, the corporation is active in three key areas. Firstly, we provide potential investors with comprehensive
advice from conception to implementation of their relocation projects and provide ongoing
support and information both to founders of new businesses and to medium-sized firms.
Secondly, we ensure there is a supply of trained personnel available and arrange training,
developmental training and career guidance, so that you can recruit qualified personnel for
your company. Thirdly, we think of the future – we plan projects and implement ideas –your
ideas, especially.

A Partner for the Business
Sector
The Aschersleben-Staßfurt Business Development
Corporation mbH provides support for start-ups and
seed companies focusing on biotechnology, especially
plant biotechnology.  They are given the opportunity
to translate their business ideas into commercial
sense.  We can help!
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The Salzlandkreis has developed into a successful business
location. Its location in the heart of Europe, the rapid transport
links of the B 6n and the A 14 as well as the major aviation hub
at Halle/Leipzig airport have made the region an ideal base for
European and international companies. As a region focused
on innovations and technology, the Salzlandkreis has research
facilities that are geared to the needs of business, together with a
highly qualified and motivated workforce. Corporate commitment
is promoted by a non-bureaucratic decision-making structure.  
And finally, the delightful countryside between the Harz mountains and the Börde and the multi-faceted art and cultural scene
complement the region’s profile.
The Business Development Corporation contributes to the
region’s economic success. We bring together regional companies
and potential cooperation partners, research and its industrial
application, business and administration.
Services we provide
• Information and support in applying for development grants
• Consultancy services for start-ups
• Ongoing help and support at every stage of the approval
procedures through all official channels and departments
• Acquisition
• Help and support for existing businesses
• Location marketing
• Project management

Foto: Marion Kallas

Foto: Serumwerk Bernburg AG

Foto: Novelis Deutschland GmbH, Werk Nachterstedt

Facts that Speak for Themselves
• Central location in Germany and Europe
• Ideal links to road, rail and air transport. The B 6n is the
shortest link to the A 14 (for Berlin and Dresden), to the A
395 (for Braunschweig/Hannover) via the Harz and the A 7
(for Hamburg and Kassel)
• Halle/Leipzig international airport
• RMagdeburg/Cochstedt regional airport
• Modern forms of energy and communication networks
• Highly qualified and motivated workforce
• The working week is on average two hours longer than in the
former West German states
• Ideal investments conditions thanks to development grants
from “Gemeinschaftsaufgabe Verbesserung der regionalen
Wirtschaftsstruktur” (Joint Scheme for the Improvement  of
the Regional Economic Structure)

Foto: Aschersleber Kulturanstalt

Foto:  JCB Vibromax GmbH

Gesellschaft für Wirtschaftsförderung
Aschersleben-Staßfurt mbH
Eveline Nettlau, Managing Director
Großer Markt 9
39418 Staßfurt
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

+49 (0) 39 25 - 93 01 24
+49 (0) 39 25 - 93 01 25
buero@gfw-net.de
www.gfw-net.de

Seeland, Gatersleben municipality
Site of Choice by the Initiative „Germany - Country of Ideas“
Our Location
Gatersleben is a prospering municipality of Seeland located 10 km from the UNESCO world heritage town of Quedlinburg – the cradle of the German seed breeding.  About 2,500 inhabitants live
in Gatersleben on an area of 16 square kilometers.  Gatersleben has a beautiful park with many
centuries-old trees.  The location combines rural idyll with an attractive economic base.

Surrounded by beautiful landscape, unique cultural
monuments, a thriving SME business sector and an
interesting scientific environment Gatersleben offers
ideal future prospects.

Gatersleben
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Gatersleben has a train station and is linked to the new B6n
highway since December 2007. Gatersleben is easily reached by
bus and rail.  More than 120 companies with over 1.600 jobs are
located in Gatersleben.
Plant Biotechnology
Gatersleben is one of the most important locations for plant
biotechnology in Saxony-Anhalt and throughout Germany.  The
Leibniz Institute for Plant Genetics and Crop Research, housing
Germany’s largest crop gene bank is of particular importance.  It
can look back at over 60 years of successful research.
In 1999 the first companies located to Gatersleben as spin-offs
from the Institute. In 2000 a biotechnology start-up center was
built and in 2006 the Gatersleben Biotech Park followed. At
present, there is a broad network between industry – research –
business – politics. In 2012 Bayer CropScience AG inaugurated
its European Wheat Breeding Center at Gatersleben from where it
coordinates the company’s entire European research activities for
wheat breeding.
The enterprises, institutes and public bodies have joined together
to establish the “Green Gate Gatersleben® - The Plant Biotech
Center” initiative with over 600 jobs. In September 2006 Green
Gate Gatersleben® received the distinction “A Site of Choice
2006” by the initiative “Germany -The Country of Ideas”.

Industry
One of the most modern producers of rolled aluminum products
is located at Gatersleben – Novelis, which belongs to the Indian
corporation Hindalco.  The facility produces a number of different products including products for the automotive industry.  
Furthermore, a new aluminum recycling and DC casting plant is
scheduled to be built.  200 new jobs will be created as of 2014 and
the plant is scheduled to produce 400.000 tonnes of aluminum
ingots annually. Even 100 years ago construction machinery was
made in Gatersleben.   Today, the British firm of JCB Vibromax
GmbH is located here.  It produces machinery that is exported
throughout the world.
An International Location
Science thrives on intellectual exchange.  The Institute is home to
scientists from more than 20 different countries.  The children of
foreign scientists attend the nursery, the kindergarten and elementary school together with German children. This enhances intercultural understanding. Every year in June the Biotech campus
organizes an open day to welcome the public to the “ivory tower”.   
Every two years this open day is combined with an international
festival.  The various nations represented at the Gatersleben site
present their country together with regional societies and provide
a varied and entertaining program.

Seeland
Heidrun Meyer, Mayor
Lindenstraße 1
06469 Stadt Seeland, OT Nachterstedt
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

+49 34741 93215
+49 34741 93240
info@stadt-seeland.de
www.stadt-seeland.de

6 white powdersthe key to success
A long economic tradition is implicit in the term, the new Salzlandkreis. Whereas salt has always
played an important role in the economic history of the region, the emphasis today has shifted to
the six white powders. Cement and the manufacture of flour, sugar and pharmaceutical products now play a key role, apart from salt and soda. Where large companies employing several
thousand workers once dominated the economic scene, a balanced mixture of craft industries
and medium-sized companies is now developing on an increasing scale. This industrial diversity is the key to the region’s economic success.
Today the Salzlandkreis, formed in July 2007 by merging the former county districts of
Aschersleben-Staßfurt, Bernburg and Schönebeck, is one of the most densely populated
counties in Sachsen-Anhalt with a population of approx. 207.000.

Salzlandkreis

Education, Research and Centers of Excellence
• Leibniz Institute of Plant Genetics and
Crop Plant Research (IPK), Gatersleben
• Professor Hellriegel Institut, Bernburg
• The DLG International Crop Production Center
• The State Institute for Agriculture, Forestry and
Horticulture, Bernburg
• Anhalt University of Applied Sciences, Bernburg
• Police Academy, Saxony-Anhalt, Aschersleben
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The four-lane B6n highway provides a direct link to the A 395
towards Braunschweig and to the A 14 linking Magdeburg and
Halle. The central geographical location, industrial tradition, welldeveloped industrial and commercial areas, an enterprise-friendly
business environment, the skills of the people and excellent education and research institutes are further outstanding locational
benefits.   
Business and Science
An efficient and profitable rural economy on the most favourable
soils in Germany characterizes large areas of the county district
and forms the foundation for a flourishing food industry.  Companies such as Saalemühle Alsleben, the Könnern sugar plant or the
Cargill Klein chocolate factory in Schierstedt are noteworthy examples.  Sectors such as the chemical industry, metal-working and
mechanical engineering are crucial for the economy of the Salzlandkreis. A flagship enterprise is Novelis Deutschland GmbH,  
Nachterstedt, a manufacturer of rolled aluminum products that
has risen to become one of the 10 largest companies in SaxonyAnhalt. With the biotech center and the biotech park, Gatersleben  
offers a superb infrastructure in the high technology sector of
plant biotechnology. This is the reason why Bayer CropScience
has opened a European Wheat Breeding Center in Gatersleben
from where it coordinates its entire European research activities
in wheat breeding.
Education, Training and Research
The Anhalt University of Applied Sciences in Bernburg not only
turns out experts in different scientific study courses such as

biotechnology, but also acts as a conduit between science and
business.  The founding of the DLG International Crop Production
Center at Bernburg-Strenzfeld in 2010 further demonstrates the
economic and scientific attractiveness of the region. The International Crop Production Center promotes applied crop production
research and its practical application as a keystone for competitive, forward-looking and sustainable agriculture.  The Institute
works closely together with the State Institute for Agriculture,
Forestry and Horticulture, also located in Bernburg, and also with
other national and international partners. The Bernburg campus
of the Anhalt University of Applied Sciences not only provides
degree courses for natural science specialists, including biotechnologists, but also is an important conduit between science and
business.
Cultural Diversity
As the county seat of the present Salzlandkreis, Bernburg is
at the heart of Saxony-Anhalt.  The renaissance castle and the
Eulenspiegel tower have been completely preserved from its
heyday as the royal seat of the former duchy of Anhalt-Bernburg.  
As the oldest town in Saxony-Anhalt, Aschersleben is well-known
far beyond the county borders through projects such as the State
Garden Show and IBA 2010 or the Neo Rauch Art Foundation.
The Carl Maria von Weber theatre in Bernburg, the Salzland
theatre in Staßfurt and die Mitteldeutsche Kammerphilharmonie Schönebeck give a vital boost to the cultural diversity of the
county.

Salzlandkreis
County seat:
Area:
Population:
Population density:

Bernburg (Saale)
1.426 km²
207.000
145 inhabitants/sq kilometer

Karlsplatz 37
06406 Bernburg
Phone:
Telefax:
Email:
Web:

+49 3471 6840
+49 3471 6842828
ischildhauer@kreis-slk.de
www.salzlandkreis.de

Contact
Green Gate Gatersleben® - The Plant Biotech Center
c/o BMD GmbH
Franckestr. 3
06110 Halle (Saale)
Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

+49 (0) 3 45 – 27 98 352
+49 (0) 3 45 – 27 98 356
info@green-gate-gatersleben.de
www.green-gate-gatersleben.de

Spokesperson:
Email:
Coordinator:
Email:

Dr. Martin Ganal, TraitGenetics GmbH
contact@traitgenetics.de
Dr. Werner Stuber, BMD GmbH
stuber@bmdlifesciences.de
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